THEATRE By Herbert Whittaker o i

MARKET PLAYHOUSE Your own private apartment . . .
IS EXCITING PROJECT with a continental flair

e g T i ‘ The Colonnade is a refreshing new idea in city »
A visit to Toronto’s next theatre finds one surrounded . ) i
apartments. You live in the privacy of your own

by masonry and scaffolding, but the prospect is already e
xciting. The Colonnade Theatre is being created behind rooms in the city-within-a-city atmosphere of a
#vooden partitions in the middle of the second-story shorp i i I ' ivat
by ,]ll Tl GRS of the second-story shop- ww“—:q)p(mmrd international hotel. Private

ping mall. It will be very much part of that mall when it]
is finished, sometime in April, for more little shops will
b.e Created_m'nun::l it in its construction. In form, the clear up to the pvmlmus;cs ... room service 18
(,olf)rmade is, in fact, theatre in the market place, which labl here are splendid shops botl
is George Luscombe’s name for it. Irwin Burns, who is| available . . . there are splendic S1ops Of 2O
the president, general manager and owner of the Colon-|
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gmund level and the sheltered second floor,

———— <yl ade Bailding, 18, apt 1o call it international style boutiques . . . and within a
é M # “a display salon” when he is| 5 - ’ -
2 trying to explain its presence few steps, the clcg;mgc of Bloor Street. The

to city officials, but he has had Colonnade, Bloor at Avenue Road . . . cosmopolitan,
it in mind as a theatre since he and a little more luxurious than you'd expect.
conceived the Colonnade as a
miniature city within a city and
brought it to existence with the custom, d//p/(’.\' suites and 1)('71!/101/.\‘(’.\‘ to $1,200.00.
help of his architect, Gerald s . i 2 .
Robinson (another friend, inci- Enquire at T'he Colonnade rental office—925-5157
dentally, of Luscombe, who is
director of Workshop Produc- : :

tions). The Colonnade Theatre

is to have multiple uses, to C O LO N N A D E
hedge the financial loss that
Burns recognizes as inevitable

in theatre. blL will be used for| blOOl" at avenue road’ toronto
children’s programs, fashion
shows, lectures and concerts
in the daytime. In the evening
it will be a theatre, used by groups which will maintain
its standard or possibly by one repertory group. In plan,
the new theatre is to be a very intimate (190-seat) theatre
in the round. In form it is a reinforced concrete bowl T LA LU
cantilevered on four legs, which are four great posts. A il ‘.."Ullui"Y;',U;IH-";','«MIIw"
steep amphitheatre is wrapped three-quarters of a circle ,--"',}|||’,f:-':;:1||ll}!'ﬁ§f"|;.m
around a generous apron stage, backed by a small pros- I et

Studio, single and multi-bedroom from $125.00;
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The Burns appreciation of theatre is not new. As i LT
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ing, and Len Petersen’s Eskimo play, The Great Hunger.
He has had experience, therefore, in two intimate theatres
—+the Central Library and Centre Stage.

He reports that he has had generous adyice from
Toronto theatre people but that his major help has been
from ‘George Luscombe and from Jack Winter, who is
dramaturge of Workshop Productions.

How will Workshop Productions fit into the Colon-f
nade, we wondered? Luscombe and Winter were avail-
able to explain: Workshop Productions will retain its
basement home at 47 Fraser Ave., create and try out its
productions there, then (if they are satisfactory) bring
them to the Bloor Street show-shop. In fact, papers were
signed this week for the April opening of the Colonnade
Theatre by Workshop Productions with its last play,
After Compeigne. And Luscombe and Winter are work-
ing on their next new creation, as yet untitled, which will
be ready for the Colonnade in June.

Other groups will be invited to the Colonnade. Al-
ready George McCowan has expressed an interest in
presenting The Knack there, as has Tony Ferry in present-
ing Brecht on Brecht. But Workshop Productions has the
veto on other Colonnade presentations, so that a standard

an be kept.

Penthouse Available

Bloor and Avenue Road

2 bedrooms 21 bathrooms ~ large livingroom - separate dining room
kitenen (with dishwasher) - private garden patio

This penthouss apartment is available now, in the Colonnade, with al-
most everything imagineable under one roof including the famous Colon-
nade boutiques, 4 restaurants, a theatre and under%round parking facili-
ties. You can now live in fashion in the fashionable heart of Toronto.
call now for appointment. The Colonnade 925-5157.

SARDY 2T Aamady YLy a
W I : vt TR 3 |
M , 1968 Rilki 1T
Wl Revenue Properties Company Limited
The Rubin Corporation Limited

]




e A b

il
fin 1}
”mmm“mhm

s

R 0 e LA b A

i
%mw,

il
IR

Y

1

.”
1

eI it .
IIIIIIHHMLmHMﬂmmﬂwmmﬁwwmw
it yit ' ;"“I|l'|"""'x|[|”3""
; L T MY
b e
' » i 1 i
. | i L4
1
!

The Ceclonnade is an exciting new

building under construction on
Bloor Street West in Toronto less
than ten minutes walk from The
Manufacturers Life Head Office,

described as a l4-storey apartment
and shopping complex that marks

a “return to gracious living.” S0
unusual was the Colonnade in its
conception that the partners in the

company (known as One Thirty Onc
Bloor West Limited) believed they
might have a selling job facing them
before financing could be secured.
However when their rcprvwnt;xti\'t
‘.111pr0;1(l1cd the Manufacturers Life
found an

Mortgagc l’”“l‘l“v he

;11»]\1‘(‘('i;tli\ ¢ audience.

Mr. Irwin Burns, prcsidcnt and

! general  manager of the company,
has been quoted (in another pub-
lication) as saying, “The company

(MLI) could sce we were

trying to do from the start. It
the entire concept and

what

understood
went along with us 1009,

What stamps the Colonnade as a
departure from 'modern’” trends is
that it will be the first major
residential-retail complex to be estab
lished in Toronto since the rush to

the suburbs began in the "50's. Dis-
enchantment with suburbia combined
with a fresh JP}H'L\L[“OH of the
excitement and convenience of
downtown city living is cxpc(t(d to
fill  the ten-and-a-half
storeys of apartments. Residents will
mall

Colonnade’s

cnjoy a luxurious one-stop

where they can shop and dine with-
out leaving their own “castle.” The
feature: two-level

Colonnade will

street-level

underground parking;
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finances
unique
new
building

\puiully shops; public arca bordered
by a terraced restaurant and twenty
exclusive indtpcmlcnl stores, with a
lunch-time musical

central dais for

recitals.

As the building takes shape, the
increasing number of inquiries for
apartments indicates that the Colon-
nade has caught the imagination of
Manufacturers Life is
this

Torontonians.
Nu\wd to be associated in

forward-looking enterprise.

in August.

Colonnade construction had progressed this far
dings which give a foretaste of design features
to be incorporated in the building . . . and the convenient sales office in
the semi-circular forecourt. Bottom right: Looking over the model of
the Colonnade here are Mortgage Superintendent T. L. Taylor; Financial
Vice-President L. S. Davis; and Assistant Superintendent, Real Estate,

E. A. Bastedo.

Top right:
Note the eye-catching hoar




