Toronto’s Lost Villages
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Yorkville

For many years, Yorkville, a country settlement well north of
York, began, as did many carly villages, around a toll gate. Tol|
gates more often than not led to taverns, and taverns to towns,
Yorkville fit this pattern. The toll gate appeared around 1796
and within a dozen years, Danicl Tiers had opened the Red
Lion Inn (on the east side of Yonge, just north of today’s Bloor
Street). A small stream known as Severn’s Creek, a short dis-
tance to the northeast, contained enough flow of water to
power industry. The first to locate there was a brewery erected
by Joseph Bloor in 1830, which stood beside today’s Rosedale
Valley Road, west of the Sherbourne Street bridge. A few years
later, closer to Yonge Street, John Severn added a second brew-
ery. But along with industry came the land speculators, and
Sheriff William Jarvis, after whom Jarvis Street is named, was
one. On land northwest of the corner of Yonge and the First
Concession  (Bloor Street), Jarvis laid out Yorkville.
Development, however, remained slow. It was too far to travel
to the factories in Toronto, which were heavily (5(,,-]M"zucd
alo.ng the lake. But in|1849 omnibus service n:d('li:wc‘nmmlil,in
casicr and Yorkville began to grow. Tn 1852, “1,000” petitioners
: ) : y Ay e
asked for village status although far fewer than that actuall
lived there. A nearby cemetery, it is speculated, “contributed’
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Fast of Yonge, however, a subdivigioy, (,['”“:
Rosedale estate was slower (o ‘lw"]”p
Finally, in 1883, Toronto annexe ”“';”m‘,

“and Yorkville was swallowed by thig suf‘l{ir"«:l'
Urh;}}j”gr()wlhJN(tW services, like ""i(lr‘fw{tlk,"
— p';'u}cf('l‘SU"’(“IS’ appeared, as dic clecty,
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Davenport. Vacant lots (||.m‘kly fjth
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"~ Yorkville remained a quict resideny
neighbourhood until the I(‘_N-.)(,)SWW\'_'S’U the
‘ first of the coffee houses '3i»’8“'?_,';£’ ilf)iialr.
The tower from the old Y()rkwlle"ﬁre sta- Wik fiames like the Chat Noif :]}-]-;]—t-ﬁ.
tion survives on today’s fire station and ; 7 T | . s
contains the town’s old coat of arms. Riverboat, they ‘”‘tr"_cwd a group of hyg.
ding young folk-singers like Gordoy
Lightfoot, Catherine McKinnon, and Arlo Guthrie, ln(:vitably
the area began to attract the curious, and soon became 4
haven for “pot-smoking hippies.” Proposals to turn this stree
of sin into mn of apartments were met with concerted
opposition. The old houses were saved, and soon the neigh-
bourhood evolved into one of the Toronto area’s more upscale
shopping districts, frequented by visiting Hollywood stars, and
likened by some to Beverly Hills’ Rodeo Drive.,

Several buildings, however, from Yorkville's earlier village
days still stand among the new and renewed. Although nothe
ing of that period remains on Yonge Street (though several
stores on the west side of Yonge do date from the carly urban

_days), the[old fire tower remains a landmark on Yorkville jus
\ west of Yonge. Number 77 Yorkville is another old building

built iq 186.7;]?01" Saloon keeper John Daniels. Number 100
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Drummondyville

From Yorkville, the early teams hauling wagons or stages would
leave and struggle up the Yonge Street hill (today’s Summerhill
cave and ;

arca) Lo a crossroads community once known as

Drum-
ondville. Here, three hotels clustered at the intersection of
1 g T e

what became today’s YongeandﬁS‘Eu(Elélrh,ugﬁg‘C]a}‘r Eemig thic
second concession north of Lot Street)‘LS?H@SHQP@_.SE%_?F}\
the southwest corner, while that known as the[ﬁg(_{r?ar_ __J_)_tf_j\
stood on the northeast. The hotel, and eventually the:;g;:;lse
nity itself, took iltsr name .from _thg[[,)ggrmw ] a?fé ré ;i;t\e“\
feath family established in 1837, The name wzis PP deﬁn Ove;
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63



