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Thunderbird Mound
Middle Archaic 6000 BC-3000 BC

The Thunderbird Mound in Toronto on the Humber River was first established by the start of the Middle
_ Archaic period. These types of mounds are constructed layer by layer by various groups over time. The next

people to add their layer were the Adena and then by a later group, the Hopewell, ancestors to
the Haudenosaunee.

Erie-Neutral peoples refer to the “Thunder Being” as Hinoh or “Henoh”. Hinoh is one of the supernatural
beings most venerated by the Erie-Neutrals; he taught the Erie-Neutrals the secret of rainmaking.

He is embodied in the Thunderbird, a huge mythical bird of prey common to all Indigenous nations north
of Mexico. His task in the great plan, apart from being a bringer of rain and the source of life and
regeneration, is to burn and destroy the negative supernatural forces deployed against humans.

Within the Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy and other Iroquoian-speaking peoples, the Thunderbird clans
are the spiritual leaders of the group, consisting of shamans and chiefs.

Haudenosuanee, which means
“People of the Longhouse”, is the
name used to include all  those
members of the Erie-Neutral
Confederacy, the Wendat
Confederacy and the Six Nations.

The Erie-Neutrals were known in
ancient times as the Alligwi, and
were Iroquoian-speaking.

Katie Daubs, Toronto Star, May 17,
2011
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Thunderbird Mound in Mag Park & Baby Point Area, West Toronto
Baby Point: The Place Where We Live 24




