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TORONTO — A cynic would say
"you know you'rc in the hcart of
- Parkdale by the number of prosti-
. tutes on the corners, the synngcs in’
the gultcrs. and mental patients on
the benches.

It’s the first image the media trot

* out when something bad happens in
“the west-end village of Parkdale —
.such as the disappearance this week

. of three-year-old Kayla Klaudusz—
-but itis one some residents resent.

“Parkdale has its problcms, but it
also has its humane side,” said Rev.
N;m Hudson, a United Church min.
_ister who runs a community out-
reach centre, “That's the side of
Parkdale that has to be told.” '

But just describing the community
is a challenge. Down one street is a
diverse mixture of people and hous-
ing, Halfway houses mingle with
renovated Victorian homes with
tinted glass and sculpturcd gardens,
The peaceful shade of trecs gives
way to the harsh concrete of a
.monster block of apartments wnh
..o balconics.

There are more than 30,000 resi-
dcnls in Parkdale, bounded by the
“Jake to the south, Roncesvalles
‘Avenue, Dundas and Dufferin
“Streets,
**-While it may not be inaccurate to
"characterize the arca as a centre for
~prostitutes and drug users, with a~
large transient population living in
.rooming houses, there are many in
. the community who see a new deter-
_mination to return Parkdale to liva-
bility.

“Those who were supposed to
“help us find the solutions have lct us
“down. So, what has brought a lot of
us together is to say from now on the
‘community is going to have to spcak
up and do something about it,” said
Susan Shaw, a community worker
who spent yesterday morning help-
ing to scarch for Kayla.

- The apathy of the past decade has

ycn way to a new enthusiasm that
sht.:’ hasn’t scen before, Ms, Shaw
s4i
>-Shalom House is a part of that

;Thange. Tt's an outreach centré sct
lfg by thé United Church in south,

rkdale two years ago to'run food
progrnmsforarcnresndcnls. Lot

~Every week the centre holds- ‘a
;co}nmumty kitchen where people
ican cook a big batch of something
sand take it home. It also has a
.wholesale food club where people
‘pool their grocery lists and buy food :
-at a wholesale outlet. The goal is to
‘help each other and reduce the need
Ao use food banks,

Flghlmg for its share of sunlight
‘out back is a community garden,
mcludmg three composters. Toma-
ttoes, peas, lettuce and beets are lo-
wvingly watered daily by Harold Sin-
clair, 66, who has lived in Parkdale
all his hfc. He's the unofficial guard
‘of Shalom Centre and has organized
a 24-hour watch on the garden.
 With the proceeds from the
garden, the centre holds a Farmer's
market every week.

. There are a number of new immi-
grants who head for Parkdale be-
cause it is one of the last bastions of
relatively cheap housing in the city

. of Toronto.

* Inthe basement of Shalom House
there’s a new sewing co-operative
tun by Latin American women. The
widows of a small town in Guate-
mala weave textiles and sell them to
the women of the co-op, who then
make clothes to sell here,

. Inher office at the Parkdale Com-
mumly Health Centre, on Queen
Street” West, Ms. Shaw frequently
bears the pimps screaming obsceni-
ties at the hookers, More than once
she has gone outside to avert yet an-
other statistic of domestic violence.

\She and her husband have
brought up their two children in
Parkdale, where they have lived for
14 years, and sheis now program co-
ordinator for the community centre.
She is also about to take another big
step in community activism by run-
ning in the municipal election in No-
vember as the New Democratic can-
didate for Ward 2,

Ms. Shaw is also chairwoman of
the steering committee for the Focus
Community Program, in which
more than 100 residents are trying to
prevent children from getting
involved in drugs. Since April the
program has organized two Drug
Awareness Weeks that drew more
than 3,000 people each.

i The drug problem will not be
splved by just throwing in more po-
lice officers, Ms. Shaw said. Itis time
for the community-controlled pro-
grams to take over.

'In another project, the centre is
hmng local people to run a breakfast
clubin connection with the separate
and publicschoot boards.

‘Ms. Shaw is convinced that her
neighbourhood is a model for other
communities struggling with the
sume problems. “There’s stuff to
learn f.com Parkdale.”
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